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patriarchs resigned, In 1884 and 1890 respectively. At one
time, the patriarchal throne being vacant, the Holy Synod
of Constantinople requested all Greek churches within
the empire to close their doors and suspend services, as
a demonstration against the government. This religious
strike lasted for a month. In 1891 a modus vivendi was
agreed on. The patriarch is now allowed jurisdiction in
matters relating to marriage, divorce, and, with certain
restrictions, to inheritance. No priest can be arrested by
the government except through the patriarch or bishop, who
acts as intermediary. A priest cannot be put in the com-
mon prison unless he has been unfrocked, after having been
convicted of actual crime.
At the time of the Moslem conquest it was ordained that
Christians should be excluded from the army, but in lieu of
military service each male was obliged to pay a poll-tax.
Theoretically, this system was abolished by the Hatti Hou-
mayun, which arranged for drafting Christian soldiers. This
change, however, was not carried into effect until after the
revolution of 1908. In the meantime the poll-tax continued
to be paid, though a certain change was made In the manner
of imposing it. On the march to Constantinople in the
spring of 1909, when the counter-revolution of 'Abd-el-Hamid
was crushed, for the first time Turkish generals led a mixed
army of Moslems, Christians, and Jews. Since then soldiers
have been regularly drafted irrespective of creed, though this
radical change is being introduced with some caution. The
newly created parliament is open to members of all faiths,
but naturally Moslems greatly preponderate.
The Hatti Houmayun granted some leeway to members
of the same non-Moslem community concerning the matters
which may be brought before the especial tribunals. To a
certain extent, thus, recourse to these constitutes a right
rather than an obligation. For example, should two members
of the Greek Orthodox Church be about to go to law concern-
ing some minor matters not explicitly declared to be under the
exclusive jurisdiction of the patriarch, and should they have
some reason for avoiding the ecclesiastical courts, the tri-
bunals of the empire are open to them. In all criminal cases,

